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WHO  SHOULD  SAMPLE  FOR  LEAD?      WHEN  SHOULD  YOU  SAMPLE  FOR  LEAD? 

All  schools,  private  schools  and  day  nurseries. 


Schools,  Private  Schools  and  Day  Nurseries 


Once  annually  between  May  1  to  October  31"^ 


*  You  can  reduce  your  annual  lead  sampling  frequency  to 
once  every  three  years  under  certain  conditions.  Consult 
Ontario  Regulation  243/07  for  more  details. 


HOW  TO  SAMPLE  FOR  LEAD 


1.  CONTACT  A  LICENSED  LABORATORY  for 

sampling  instructions  and  containers,  and  submit 
a  Registration  and  Laboratory  Services  Notification 
form  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment  if  you  have 
not  already  done  so. 

2.  START  SAMPLING  AFTER  A  PERIOD  OF  SIX 
HOURS  or  more  since  the  plumbing  was  last  used.  If 
it  is  not  practical  to  leave  the  plumbing  unused  for  six 
hours,  start  after  the  longest  practical  time  period. 

3.  SELECT  A  TAP  THAT: 

•  provides  cold  water 

•  is  most  likely  to  be  served  by  lead  pipes  or  pipes 
with  lead  solder 

•  is  commonly  used  to  provide  drinking  water 
to  children  or  to  prepare  food  or  drink  for 
consumption  by  children  under  18  years  of  age.  A 
drinking  water  fountain  can  also  be  used  where  a 
proper  sample  can  be  taken. 

In  the  case  of  a  day  nursery  which  has  a  kitchen  tap, 
the  kitchen  tap  must  be  used  before  any  other  tap  or 
fountain. 

4.  TAKE  TWO  ONE-LITRE  SAMPLES  using 
instructions  provided  by  the  laboratory  and  as 
follows: 

•  Each  sample  must  be  taken  at  the  same  tap. 

•  Each  sample  must  be  taken  during  a  continuous 
period. 

•  Each  sample  must  include  the  first  water  out  of 
the  tap. 

•  Water  must  be  flowing  at  a  rate  that  approximates 
normal  use. 

5.  TAKE  THE  FIRST  SAMPLE. 


6.  FLUSH  TAP  for  at  least  five  minutes. 

7.  LEAVE  TAP  (and  where  possible,  entire  plumbing) 
unused  for  30  minutes  but  not  more  than  35  minutes. 

8.  TAKE  THE  SECOND  SAMPLE. 

9.  RECORD  DATE  AND  TIME  of  when  each  sample 
was  taken,  the  amount  of  time  the  plumbing  was  not 
used  prior  to  sampling,  the  location  in  the  facility 
where  the  sample  was  taken,  and  the  name  of  the 
person  who  took  the  sample. 

10.  SEND  SAMPLES  to  licensed  laboratory  according  to 
the  instructions  provided. 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES 

•  Do  not  remove  the  aerator  when  sampling. 

•  If  a  filter  or  other  device  that  treats  water  is  installed 
on  or  near  a  tap  that  is  to  be  sampled  and  it  can  be 
bypassed,  ensure  that  the  filter  or  device  is  bypassed 
during  the  sampling  procedure.  If  the  filter  or  other 
device  cannot  be  bypassed,  it  must  be  removed 
before  the  six-hour  period  set  out  in  step  2.  Before 
the  six-hour  period  commences  and  after  the  filter  or 
device  has  been  removed,  the  tap  must  be  flushed  for 
five  minutes. 

•  If  your  sample  shows  that  your  facility's  water  has 
high  lead  levels,  you  must  follow  any  directions  given 
to  you  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  You  may  be 
instructed  to  take  additional  samples. 

•  If  more  than  one  school,  private  school  or  day  nursery 
is  served  by  the  same  plumbing,  it  may  be  possible  to 
take  a  single  set  of  samples.  See  the  ministry's  guide 
on  Flushing  and  Testing  for  Lead  in  Drinking  Water  for 
more  details. 


For  more  information  about  drinking  water  visit 


www.ontario.ca/drinkingwater 


Disclaimer:  Tiiis  is  a  guide  only  and  should  not  be  relied  on  for  compliance  purposes.  To  be  clear  about  your  specific 
legal  requirements  refer  to  the  text  of  Ontario  Regulation  243/07  (Schools,  Private  Schools  and  Day  Nurseries) 
and  the  Safe  Drinking  Water  Act,  2002.  Schools,  private  schools  and  day  nurseries  that  operate  their 
own  drinking  water  systems  are  also  regulated  under  Ontario  Regulation  170/03 
(Drinking  Water  Systems)  and  have  additional  legal  requirements. 
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